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And further, the engineering company used to conduct the report for this project used throughout,

(SKM) 2012, working paper, Hydrology and Flooding,

, St Leonards Australia - have since

been exposed as being a morally corrupt and ethically questionable company, having bribed vulnerable overseas communities. One would question the reliability of any report undertaken by such a corrupt company, and the care or lack

of care such a company would have for

Sent from my iPhone
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From:

the well-being of their fellow man.

Date: 5 April 2022 at 11 17 42 am AEST
To: inquiry@floodinquiry.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Fwd: Inadequate Hydrology & Flooding Reporting on M1 Environmental Impact Statement RMS

for further ing up to the PMF we re recommended but never carried out and now we have seen their concerns unfold.

Just further on this please see

hitp: it

For a project of this nature, the reviewer would have expected to see modelling of the PMF
and possibly an intermediate flood such as the 2000 year at the EIS stage. The impacts of
the Project on risk to life should be the key consideration either through overwhelming of low
flood islands or destruction of dwellings in these exitreme events. Impacts on property
damage whilst still important are a lesser consideration. Should significant changes to the
Project be required because of these impacts in larger flood events it may be inappropriate
to make these changes after approval of the EIS, particularly when there are tighter
constraints on making modifications to the design.

It is a key tenet of the NSW Floodplain Development Manual that proper consideration is
given to larger events including those between the 100 year ARI and the PMF. Whilst it can
be argued that such consideration can be made without modelling, it is an argument that is
difficult to sustain. Certainly having regard to normal floodplain management practice, it is
almost inconceivable that a major infrastructure project in the Clarence or Richmond River
floodplains could pass the EIS slage without modelling of these larger floods including either
an extreme flood or the PMF.

Further given that models are established and operated during the EIS phase, it is an
efficient time in the process to also undertake modelling of larger floods. In the absence of
such modelling, potential flood behaviour can be estimated but in the opinion of the
reviewer, this is not always reliable particularly given the scale of this project, and the variety
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To: inquiry@floodinquiry.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Inadequate Hydrology & Flooding Reporting on M1 Environmental Impact Statement RMS

Dear Prem er Domin

¢ Perrottet,

Thank you for opening the inquiry.

My home and property was directly affected by the weather incidents by rainfall runoff and storm water backing up through cane drains in February

2022.

My husband and I, and our seven animals lost our home wh ch is now gutted, and our shed and all our furn ture and most of our contents were

destroyed.

The property was prev ously owned by a fifth generation sugar cane farming family. The property has never been inundated by water in recorded
history. It was never before cons dered at risk of inundation. We have not only sustained the damage mentioned above but have also lost hundreds of
thousands as our property has now dropped in value literally overnight due to the negligence of the RMS and related government departments who
approved the highway upgrades near us and upstream.

We know that the insuffic ent hydrology engineering and investigat on before constructing the new M1 from Woolgoolgah to Ballina has caused

these impl cat ons

and damage.

Please see this report containing ev dence of the insuff cient hydrology reporting and the lack of understanding of landscape and water runoff, as
well as lack of the true risk the highway construct on posed, especially across cane f elds lands near us, and wh ch has unfortunately unfolded in

disaster for us and

many others prev ously never before affected by rainfall runoff or
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Having read and considered the report it is evident that the computer generated modelling used by the Sydney based hydrology company have been grossly
a 1 in 500 flood and have not considered the widely known maximum flood risk height of Lismore (upstream) of 16m.

They have not

the impacts of

The new highway blocked the runoff like a dam to the south of Broadwater and that previous floodplain being blocked meant that the only escape for water in the February event was through Broadwater,
putting pressure and excessive water on Broadwater, Woodburn, Wardell, Pimlico, South Ballina and Ballina. This should not have happened nor been allowed to happen.

Hundreds and hundreds of properties never before affected by stormwater backup and rainfall runoff nor river runoff were affected.

There was no chance for these homes, because of the M1 being build like a dam with a highway on top.



Classifieds 2472

Dam wall going cheap next
to Broadwater. Can help with
removal. (Taken 5 mins ago)

-

A

As we head into unsettiing reports
of big rains & flooding again £ , we are trying to approach
the next 48 hours in a caim manner. This photo taken at
the height of flooding a couple of weeks ago is from our
local Bungawalbin Resident’s Group & reportedly taken by

1s she flew overhead. You can see the
shoreline running across the top of the pic. Enlarge the
details & you can see the broad expanse of land on the
right where flood waters used to drain 10 the sea, now
dammed by the construction of the new highway & leaving
the only drainage route under the Broadwater bridge (top
left in photo). Perhaps that goes along way to explaining
why this flood really was so biblical & shockingly new in all
its proportions. #foodforthought

Write a public comment...

I require
Guarantee that our insurance claim will be paid out.

Compensation for loss of property value in excess of $300.000.

The highway erors to be rectified to protect our property and those in our neizhbouring communities in heavy rainfall, storm and / or flood events.

I appreciate that this is the start of this conversation and that you take the time to review all documents presented.

This error of grossly underestimating the impacts of the new highway and the way the flow of runoff would be affected mmust be looked into and fixed.

The drains around are obscenely small and it will also be on record that all our neighbours brought this up at meetings and were ignored. They also lost homes. After they had tried so hard to tell the so
called experts that wnar mey were doing would have catastrophic consequences.
Yours truly,

Sent from my iPhone
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And further, the engineering company used to conduct the report for this project used throughout, working paper, Hydrology and Flooding,
been exposed as being a morally corrupt and ethically questionable company, having bribed vulnerable overseas communities. One would question the reliability of any report undertaken by such a corrupt company, and the care or lack

of care such a company would have for the well-being of their fellow man.
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The transparency project

foreign bribEry case sparks
call for greater police
resources

Case shows apparent ease with which Australian
firms flout the law, anti-corruption advocates say
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Anti-corruption advocates have called for
more resources to help federal police
investigate foreign bribery, saying the case
of , shows the apparent
ease with which Australian companies are
flouting the law.

Guardian Australia on Friday revealed
damning evidence of corruption involving

, a major Australian government
foreign aid contractor. X
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+« Recommendations made in Table 8-8 of Working paper — Hydrology and flooding to minimise the flood
impacts of ancillary facilities would be considered in the final siting and layout of ancillary facilities.

= Continued application of the design objectives (road flood immunity and flood management objectives)
would be required throughout the detailed design phase to provide ongoing identification and mitigation of
flood impacts as a result of the project.

« The design of drainage structures across Chatsworth Island would be further reviewed during detailed
design to enable the most appropriate and cost-effective structures to be installed

+ Regular clearing of drainage structures would be required to maintain the efficacy of structures by keeping
culverts and bridges free of debris.

+ Continual consultation with the NSW Office of Water and relevant councils would be required during
detailed design and construction regarding flooding impacts on residences and other properties.
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