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Your story 
To: Royal Commission into Bush Fires 2018 
From: Hedley J Smith 

  
Email:   phone   
Re: Characteristics of eucalyptus oil in air on hot summer days. 
I wish to draw the Commissioners attention to a symbiosis that exists between eucalyptus trees, air temperature, 
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humidity and ourselves under certain conditions in hot weather. 
 
 
The salient points of the above items, taken in conjunction with characteristics of eucalyptus trees, are that said 
trees exude a cloud of oil from their leaves on a rising temperature gradient protecting their leaves.  
As the oil has a flashpoint of 49 C, a flame or lightning strike explodes the oil, which then immediately ignites the 
other trees nearby, and heat and fire travels at great speed from tree to tree. 
Having grown up in the Blue Mountains from 1940, I became acutely aware of this danger, and learnt how to protect 
our home with clearance of debris and nearby fuel sources. 
I hope this information helps in understanding the basis leading to recent catastrophes. 
Regards, Hedley J Smith. 
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To:               Royal Commission into Bush Fires 2018 

From:           Hedley J Smith 

    

  Email:            phone  

Re:   Characteristics of eucalyptus oil in air on hot summer days. 

I wish to draw the Commissioners attention to a symbiosis that exists between 
eucalyptus trees, air temperature, humidity and ourselves under certain 
conditions in hot weather. 

 



  

The salient points of the above items, taken in conjunction with characteristics of 
eucalyptus trees, are that said trees exude a cloud of oil from their leaves on a 
rising temperature gradient protecting their leaves.  

As the oil has a flashpoint of 49 C, a flame or lightning strike explodes the oil, 
which then immediately ignites the other trees nearby, and heat and fire travels 
at great speed from tree to tree. 

Having grown up in the Blue Mountains from 1940, I became acutely aware of this 
danger, and learnt how to protect our home with clearance of debris and nearby 
fuel sources. 

 I hope this information helps in understanding the basis leading to recent 
catastrophes. 

Regards,        Hedley J Smith. 
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