
secretary@step.org.au PO Box 5136, Turramurra, NSW 2074 ABN 55 851 3472 043 
www.step.org.au Facebook:  https://www facebook.com/STEP.Inc.Sydney Twitter:  @STEPSydney 

 

 

 

 

STEP Inc  
Community-based Environmental Conservation since 1978 

 

 

15 April 2020 

 

NSW Independent Bushfire Inquiry, 
GPO Box 5341, 
Sydney NSW 2001  
 

inquiries@bushfireinquiry.nsw.gov.au 

 

Dear Inquirers 

STEP Inc is a local community-based environmental group, with a membership of over 400 in the 
northern Sydney area. Our main objective is to preserve natural bushland in northern Sydney from 
alienation or degradation and ensuring proper management of this bushland. Our group has 
considerable experience in environmental issues and regenerating and preserving natural bushland 
and native vegetation. The assessment of the response of bushland to fire experiences is an 
important part of bushland management. 

While Sydney was spared from bushfires during the 2019-2020 season, the risk is ever present. 
Bushland is an integral part of Sydney’s environment. Management of bushland, particularly of 
bushfire management, will have a significant influence on the long term ecological resilience of 
natural areas. 

STEP’s members have a strong interest in the maintenance of a healthy natural environment that 
supports Australia’s unique flora and fauna. Bushfires are an inevitable occurrence in Australia so 
we are keen to see that the outcomes of the Independent Bushfire Inquiry will lead to improvements 
in relation to natural areas in the planning to reduce the impact of bushfires, the fire-fighting 
response and the postfire recovery. 

We would like to comment on some aspects of the recent bushfire experience and the lessons that 
may be learned as follows.  

Climate change 

The 2019-2020 bushfire season provided an example of the impacts of climate change in creating 
more severe drought and weather conditions leading to severe bushfire situations. The increased 
bushfire danger is likely to increase the length and severity of fire season. This will restrict the 
window of opportunity for safe and effective hazard reduction burning and increase the costs and 
the risk to the community from bushfire events across NSW. Government planning and budgets 
must allow for this. While not every fire season will be as extreme as 2019-2020 planning should 
include consultation with weather experts so that long term weather forecasts are incorporated in 
regular planning for bushfire management activities. 

Hazard reduction burning strategy: 

There needs to be a comprehensive inventory of environmental assets, including the locations of 
threatened species and endangered ecological communities which are then included as 
environmental assets to be protected in Bush Fire Risk Management Plans. Treatments to reduce 
the risk to these assets must be identified where possible.  

 






