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RE: NSW INDEPENDENT BUSHFIRES INQUIRY 

The Live Music Office greatly appreciates the opportunity to provide a submission to this inquiry.  

The impact from the bushfires across greater New South Wales through 2019 and in particular the 
early weeks in January in 2020 on the south coast and across south eastern New South Wales has 
had catastrophic personal and economic consequences for the arts and cultural sector in regional 
NSW. 

The already devastating situation has now been made even worse as music and live events have 
suffered a further and immediate direct negative impact as a result of the Federal and State 
Government’s necessary and important response to the COVID-19 crisis. 

With regard to the Inquiry’s Terms of Reference, we recognise that much of the focus is on fire 
management, responses and planning in particular as well as safety and communications,  
however, we also note that under section 4. the inquiry has the capacity to consider additional 
matters and make appropriate associated recommendations. 

This inquiry therefore provides an important opportunity to document the experiences of the arts 
and cultural sector, to bring to the inquiries attention the support that the music industry was able to 
provide to our colleagues through this time, and to also contribute constructive guidance to assist 
recovery from what has been a very difficult time for not only our industry, but also the industries 
with which we are associated, being the tourism and hospitality sectors in New South Wales. 

This submission was prepared by John Wardle and Lucy Joseph from the Live Music Office, with 
assistance from Tina Broad. We would also like to acknowledge the contribution of Narrell Brown 
from Jaybees Entertainment in Sanctuary Point NSW. 

Both John Wardle and Tina Broad are semi-resident/resident in the Shoalhaven - south of Nowra 
and Milton respectively, and were personally directly impacted by the bushfires through January 
2020. 

We trust this submission will be of use to the inquiry. Please don’t hesitate to be in contact if we 
can be of further assistance at any time. 

Yours Sincerely, 
John Wardle 
Live Music Office 
16 Mountain St, Ultimo NSW 2007, Australia 
Locked Bag 5000, Strawberry Hills NSW 2012 
P +61 2 9935 7875   F +61 2 9935 7970  

 
W http://livemusicoffice.com.au/ 
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