




I retired in 2006 and my husband and I moved to Leura to live, although I had spent much 
time in the Blue Mountains for forty years prior to the move here. Our house has been in the 
family since the early 1950's. The house overlooks the Jameson Valley towards Mt Solitary, 
with a sweeping view from Kings Tableland in the east to the Three Sisters and the 
Narrowneck Ridge in the west. 
The house has been threatened by bushfires 3 times, once in the severe 1957 fires, again in 
2011 and then once more in the recent catastrophic 2019/2020 fires. 
We were only too aware of the dangerous fire season we faced due to the extremely dry 
conditions. We have 2 Community Fire Units (auspiced by NSW Fire and Rescue) in our 
street, and we have learnt much about fire behaviour in the 10 years we have been training 
as CFU members. 
We were expecting family to join us for a few weeks over Christmas, our daughter who lives 
in Melbourne,, her husband and their 3 children, 10, 6 and 4yrs. Our son and his family were 
to spend Christmas and New Year holidays at Lake Conjola. Little did we know what we 
would be in for! 
Fires in NSW started early in the season and were very bad in the north. Although the fire 
closest to us at Ruined Castle began before Christmas, it did not seem to be serious enough 
to threaten us, and we made the family decision that it was safe for our family to drive up from 
Melb. on Friday, 19th December. Of course we were all watching the fire apps. closely. They 
were still surprised by the amount of smoke almost all the way north from Melb. The fires in 
SW. Sydney were escalating, but our family were fortunate to make it through to Leura. The 
following day the Hume Hwy was closed due to the fires. 
Conditions deteriorated from then, with fires spreading and joining to create mega-fires. 
Within days I felt we were on a precarious 'island' surrounded by fire and at the mercy of the 
wind direction. 
The smoke became worse and worse, so we had to remain indoors much of the time. I felt 
increasingly anxious at the worsening fires, the unpredictability of the situation, and the 
seemingly over-stretched resources to deal with it.  
By night we could see the immense flames in the south from the Wattle Creek fire and the fire 
further west near Jenolan. One night in the New Year, our son-in-law came in from a walk in 
our backyard and asked us to come and have a look down the back. To our astonishment 
there were huge flames along Kings Tableland, not far to our south-east. There was nothing 
showing up on our fire app. which was worrying. We rang BM Fire headquarters which had no 
information about this fire. We prepared for a quick evacuation if needed and hoped for the 
best. Our 6 year old granddaughter has 'high-end' special needs, she cannot walk, so we had 
to think of her safety. 
On New Year's day our son rang to say that there was a dangerous fire at Lake Conjola. They 
were unable to evacuate because the one road out was impassable due to trees having fallen 
across it. He said that he wouldn't send photos because it looked too frightening. By that 
evening they lost power and mobile phone reception (tower down), so we had no contact for 
two days. Very worrying. 
Well, we all got through it. I am, however, in dread of the future and in fear of the probability of 
more horrific bushfire events to come. 
 




